Study 1
The Stewardship of Service
Into. 
The Presentation of a Person’s life in a Priestly act of the offering of Self as a living Sacrifice 


unto the Lord in appreciation of God’s mercies extended to him is the Prerequisite of Service. Rom. 12:1


It is not based on our Sense of need to Serve or to Sacrifice (forego) something on our part 

in order to do so. Service to God is His act of condescending grace to allow us to be His Partners 

to work with Him for we are God's servants, working together.
I Cor. 3:9a, NRSV
A. The Sacrifice in the Service or the Priestly Sacrifice as a Prerequisite of Service.
Rom. 12:1 cf. 12:7
1. The Appeal for a Personal Sacrifice to God is based on His Mercies Experienced by us. 
Rom. 12:1


… I beseech you…by the mercies of God


a. Our Past Condition Exposed our need for the Mercies of God:

i. There is none righteous, no, not one…
Rom. 3:10, 12
ii. For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.
Rom. 3:23
iii. So death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.
Rom. 5:12
[Note: the FIVE Therefores that marked the five major divisions in the Book of Romans:-]
· Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man.
Rom. 2:1
· Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in His sight.
Rom. 3:20
b. God’s Personal Compassion Extended His Mercies to us through Jesus Christ.
Rom. 12:1


God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 
5:8
i. Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:
5:1
ii. There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.

8:1


Thus: I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God.

12:1
2. The Approach to Present the Priestly Sacrifice is Explained to us:
Rom. 12:1

a. Present… 
Present is as yield. Thus…
cf. offer, NIV
i. Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: 
Rom. 6:13:

but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, 

and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.
ii. Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, 
Rom. 6:16


his servants ye are to whom ye obey;
iii. As ye have yielded your members servants to uncleanness and to iniquity
Rom. 6:19


unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness.
b. Your Bodies a living sacrifice 

i. A Comparison to the Burnt offering where “all” was offered to God.
Lev. 1:9

his inwards and his legs shall he wash in water: and the priest shall burn all on the altar, 
to be a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.

ii. A Contrast to the Burnt Offering – this Sacrifice is Living; the burnt Offering is dead.

It is the presenting, the yielding of the members of our bodies to God for His service.

c. Your Reasonable Service/ Spiritual Worship

your reasonable service (KJV); your spiritual worship (NRSV); your spiritual act of worship (NIV)
Latreian refers to any ministry performed for God, such as that of the priests and the Levites
i. Such a Sacrifice is Reasonable based on God’s Mercies already Experienced by the believer.

ii. This Sacrifice is an act of Spiritual Worship.

and Service to God is not a Mundane routine Expected of a Secular worker.
iii. It is a Sacred Sacrifice which is Mandated, Resulting in the believer’s offering…
Rom. 12:2

· Of his Total Life – a living burnt offering.
As Above.

· Of his Transformed life:
Rom. 12:2

· Negatively: 
Not Conforming to live by the standards of the world,

· Positively: 
But to have a mind Change – be transformed by the renewing of your minds,


that is Converted to discern and accept God’s good, acceptable and perfect Will


expressed in a Conduct of Service to God among His people and to the world.

B. The Stewardship of Service.

1. When God calls to service He Gives Gifts.
a. The Father gives Gifts. Recipients of God’s Gifts are…


i. To be good Stewards of the manifold grace of God.
I Pet. 4:10, 11

As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards 

of the manifold grace of God. If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
ii. To be what God has Set them to be in the local church 
I Cor. 12:28-31


 God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, 


after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.

Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of miracles?

Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret?

But covet earnestly the best gifts: and yet show I unto you a more excellent way.


iii. To Seriously Develop what God has Dealt out to them.
Rom. 12:3-6

… according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. For as we have many 

members in one body, and all members have not the same office: So we, being many, are


one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. Having then gifts differing 

according to the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy 

according to the proportion of faith;
b. The Son gives Gifts:
Eph. 4:11-13, NRSV


See #3c below.

c. The Spirit gives Gifts: Consider the Principles of how gifts are given (See #2 below)
I Cor. 12:7-11

The manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.

For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit;

To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.

2. The Guides to how Gifts are Given to be used:

a. Gifts are given according to Divine grace and faith.
Rom. 12:3

through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.
b. Gifts Differ from member to member.
Rom. 12:4-6


Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us.

c. Gifts are Diverse in nature but they all come from one and the same God.
I Cor. 12:4-6

Now there are Diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.
 And there are Differences of administrations, but the same Lord.
And there are Diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all.
i. No one is Indispensable.
I Cor. 12:21

The eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: 

nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you.

ii. No one is Independent:

I Cor. 12:22


Nay, much more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble, are necessary: 

iii. Every one is Interdependent.
I Cor. 12:23-26
that the members should have the same care one for another.

d. Gifts are Distributed for the common good.
I Cor. 12:7, 20, NRSV

To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.


As it is, there are many members, yet one body.

As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another.
I Pet. 4:10

e. Gifts are given and Divided according to God’s Sovereign Will.
I Cor. 12:11, 18


All these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.

But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him.
f. Supernatural Gifts were Dedicated to the early church.
I Cor. 12:1, 8-10


But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.
I Cor. 13:9-12 (10)

3. The Place and Purpose of special gifts:

a. The “People” Gifts given to the Church of God:
Eph. 4:11


some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;
b. The “Period” Gifts (The Foundation Gifts):
Eph. 2:19-22


Built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone

c. The Purpose of the Gifts:
Eph. 4:12-14, NRSV

i. Affirmatively: to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,
ii. Positively: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 

unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:

iii. Negatively: That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;
iv. Practically: Gifts are God’s Grace given….
I Pet. 4:10, 11

· To minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.
· as of the ability which God giveth:
· that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, 
· to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever.
C. The Spheres of Service.
1. The Supernatural Gifts for the Early Church.
I Cor. 12:8-10, 28-31


But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent way.
RSV

2. The Special Gifts for the Contemporary Church.
Eph. 4:11


He gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;
3. The Service Gifts for the Local Church.

a. The Gifts that tell forth God:

Prophecy (Rom. 12:6); Teaching, Exhortation, (Rom. 12:7, 8); Speak (I Pet. 4:11)

b. The Government Gifts – governments: forms of leadership (NRSV); gifts of administration I Cor. 12:28
Ruling (Rom. 12:8); 

c. The General Gifts –  helps: forms of assistance (NRSV); those able to help others (NIV)
I Cor. 12:28

Ministry (Rom. 12:7; I Pet. 4:11); Giving (Rom. 12:8); Showing mercy (Rom. 12:8); Hospitality (I Pet. 4:9),


And many more!
D. The Assessment of Service

1. All works will be Reviewed by fire at the Judgment Seat.
Rom. 14:10; II Cor. 5:10; I Cor. 3:13

2. Those whose works (gold, silver, precious stones) abide will be Rewarded.
I Cor. 3:12, 14

3. Those whose works (wood, hay, stubble) are burnt, will Regret and suffer loss.
I Cor. 3:12, 15a


But he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.

I Cor. 2:15b

[For a further study of the Judgment Seat of Christ 

see http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/messages/Judgment%20Seat%20of%20Christ.doc]

Con.:  
Rom. 14:10-13; 

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister?
For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.

For it is written, "As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God."

So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

Let us therefore no longer pass judgment on one another, but resolve instead never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of another.

I Cor. 15:58
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.
